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Completion date: April 2025

Archwilio Cymru

Audit Wales

Ref Recommendation Management Response Completion date Responsible
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to Completion date for officer (title)
the recommendations planned actions

R1 The Welsh Government should Accept. We will publish a list of public authorities covered by By the end of 2025 Marine and

publish a list of public authorities the duty before the next reporting deadline at the end of Biodiversity Team
covered by the duty. It should do 2025. The list will be updated periodically, for example when
this before the next reporting any new public authority covered by the duty is created.
deadline at the end of 2025. It
should update the list when any new
public authority covered by the duty
is created.
R2 The Welsh Government should Accept. We will amend the reporting guidance to include a By the end of 2025 Marine and
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require that public authorities
submit their biodiversity plans and
reports to it when published or
revised. It should also follow up with
public authorities if they have not

requirement that reports and plans should be forwarded to
us. The section 6 FAQ document already includes a request
for public authorities to forward plans to us (response to
question 11), but we will include this requirement in future
guidance.

Biodiversity Team


https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/environment-wales-act-2016-biodiversity-resilience-ecosystems-frequently-asked-questions.pdf

Ref Recommendation

Management Response
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to
the recommendations

Completion date
Completion date for
planned actions

Responsible
officer (title)

published these plans and reports as
expected.

We will follow up where appropriate with public authorities
who have not published plans and reports

R3 The Welsh Government should
publish reports that provide an
overall view on public authorities’
actions, progress, and compliance
with the duty. It should do so every
three years in line with the reporting
cycle defined by the Act.
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Accept. Following each reporting round we will utilise the
reports published by public authorities to set out our view on
actions and progress. We will provide good practice guides in
light of exemplar actions and work with public authorities to
identify where improvements are needed to ensure
compliance with the duty. The Environment (Principles,
Governance and Biodiversity Targets)(Wales) Bill will
introduce provisions to strengthen the monitoring,
evaluation and reporting requirements for section 6.

Within twelve
months of each
reporting deadline

Marine and
Biodiversity Team



Ref Recommendation Management Response Completion date Responsible
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to Completion date for officer (title)
the recommendations planned actions
R4 Before the next reporting deadline Accept. We will publish a section 6 plan which will be December 2025 Marine and
at the end of 2025, the Welsh developed alongside the update to the Nature Recovery Biodiversity Team
Government should lead by example Action Plan proposed for later this year.
in publishing a high-quality
biodiversity plan and report specific We will publish a section 6 report by the reporting deadline. December 2025
to its own actions.
R5 The Welsh Government should work Accept. We will work with public authorities to gather views Many of the Marine and
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with public authorities to review and
revise existing guidance and
supporting information around the
duty. This should include:

a) integrating it seamlessly
with material produced to

and improve our understanding on practical implementation
and challenges. We will look at what has worked well and
what can be improved to inform new or refreshed guidance
taking into account the evidence gathered by Audit Wales to
inform their report and recommendations. Guidance will be
co-designed and co-developed with public authorities.

a) Accept. We will ensure any updates to the guidance
and supporting information will take account of and

recommendations
here will be on an
ongoing basis but
we will work to
align with the
existing section 6
reporting cycles.
Some will be
triggered by the

Biodiversity Team



Ref

Recommendation

Management Response
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to
the recommendations

Completion date
Completion date for
planned actions

Responsible
officer (title)
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support the proposed
changes to environmental
law;

b) ensuring public authorities
without specific biodiversity
expertise can understand it;

c) tailoring it for different
sectors and types of public
authority;

b)

c)

reflect the proposed changes in the Environment
(Principles, Governance and Biodiversity Targets)
(Wales) Bill. For example, we will work with public
authorities to revise the guidance for the new
biodiversity targets when they are set in secondary
legislation.

Accept. When new guidance is published or existing
guidance refreshed it will be written in non-technical
language, tailored to and appropriate for its target
audience based on feedback received from public
authorities.

Accept. When new guidance is published or existing
guidance refreshed it will be written in non-technical
language, tailored to and appropriate for its target
audience based on feedback received from public
authorities. We will work with different types of
public authorities to ensure guidance meets different
requirements. For example, tailoring guidance for

work required to
implement the
Environment
(Principles,
Governance and
Biodiversity
Targets) (Wales)
Bill. The timeline for
the Bill is yet to be
confirmed, but
when the targets
are set in secondary
legislation they will
be subject to
specific schedules
which will govern
the timelines for
any new or revised
section 6 guidance.




Ref

Recommendation

Management Response
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to
the recommendations

Completion date
Completion date for
planned actions

Responsible
officer (title)
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d) ensuringitis all easily
accessible in, or through,
one place;

e) clarifying whether guidance
has statutory force; and

d)

public authorities that cover the marine
environment.

Accept. We will ensure that all section 6 guidance
documents are available through both the Wales
Biodiversity Partnership’s and Welsh Government’s
website.

Accept. Guidance issued is statutory guidance. Public
authorities (other than a Minister of the Crown or UK
government department) “must have regard to” the
guidance, as well as the other listed documents in
section 6(5) of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.
This means that public authorities must specifically
consider these documents but how a public authority
does so, i.e. what weight each is given in its decision
making process, is for each public authority to
determine is appropriate in the circumstances as it
remains within their discretion as decision maker.




Ref

Recommendation

Management Response
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to
the recommendations

Completion date
Completion date for
planned actions

Responsible
officer (title)

f) adapting and sharing its own
biodiversity toolkit and
impact assessment guidance
as resources for other public
authorities.

f)

We will include a statement explaining this when we
update or publish guidance.

Partially Accept. We will examine the feasibility and
benefit of making them available, as part of how we
can improve our overall support package for public
authorities. This will include working with and
assisting public authorities through existing support
mechanisms such as the section 6 duty working
group and the Wales Biodiversity Partnership. Any
toolkit needs to be appropriate for the user — our
own internal toolkit may not be of relevance to other
public authorities.

R6
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The Welsh Government should
provide public authorities with a
planning template. It should ensure
this is adaptable to those with stand-
alone plans and those that have

Accept. We will publish a planning template.

December 2025

Marine and
Biodiversity Team



Ref Recommendation Management Response Completion date Responsible
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to Completion date for officer (title)
the recommendations planned actions

integrated biodiversity planning into
wider plans.

R7 The Welsh Government should Accept. As noted in the responses to recommendation 3 and As linked to the Marine and
develop training for public 5(f) we will work with public authorities to explore what Environment Biodiversity Team
authorities, targeted at staff additional support we can provide to assist them in (Principles,
responsible for developing complying with the section 6 duty. This will include looking at Governance, and
biodiversity plans and reports. The possible training provision but will include other options, Biodiversity
training should cover the duty and such as opportunities to build on existing support packages, Targets) (Wales) Bill
additional requirements arising from for example the NatureWise course offered by Academi timelines will be
the proposed changes to Wales. governed by when
environmental law. targets are set in

regulations.
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Ref

Recommendation

Management Response
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to
the recommendations

Completion date
Completion date for
planned actions

Responsible
officer (title)

R8

To improve quality and consistency,
the Welsh Government should
routinely provide feedback to public
authorities on the plans and reports
they submit.

Accept. We will use our existing governance mechanisms to
provide feedback when appropriate including working with
and through umbrella organisations. The Environment
(Principles, Governance and Biodiversity Targets)(Wales) Bill
will introduce provisions to strengthen the monitoring,
evaluation and reporting requirements for section 6 and this
recommendation will be considered as part of the work
required to develop our approach to monitoring, evaluation
and reporting.

Not applicable

Marine and
Biodiversity Team

R9
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The Welsh Government should
rigorously assess the costs of its
proposed changes to environmental
law and ensure there are adequate
resources within (or provided to)

Accept. This will be considered as part of the Environment
(Principles, Governance and Biodiversity Targets) (Wales) Bill
Regulatory Impact Assessment and further impact
assessments that will be required when secondary legislation
is developed. As part of the target setting framework

Not applicable

Marine and
Biodiversity Team
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Management Response
Relevant commentary on the planned actions in response to
the recommendations

Completion date
Completion date for
planned actions

Responsible
officer (title)
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public authorities to support
effective implementation.

proposed under the Bill there will be a consultation process
which will allow public authorities to make representations.




